
 
Consistent Ethic of Life  

“The meaning of a consistent ethic is to say in the Catholic 

community that our moral tradition calls us beyond the split so 

evident in the wider society between moral witness to life be-

fore and after birth. Does this mean that everyone must do eve-

rything? No! There are limits of time energy and competency. 

There is a shape to every individual vocation. People must spe-

cialize, groups must focus their energies. The consistent ethic 

does not deny this” (Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, Address at Se-

attle University, March 2, 1986). 

"The fight for the right to life is not the cause of a special few, but the cause of every man, woman and child who 

cares not only about his or her own family, but the whole family of man.” 

-Dr. Mildred Jefferson 

Diocesan Jail, Prison, and Reentry Ministry Gathering will be on 

Friday, November 30, 2018, at Ss. Simon and Jude Church, 9350 

High Free Pike, West Jefferson, Ohio.  Bishop Campbell will  

celebrate Mass at 6 p.m. and extend his sincere appreciation to 

all involved in the ministry.  Dinner and speaker will fol-

low.  Please RSVP by November 20 to the diocesan Office for 

Social Concerns at 614-241-2540 or socmail-

box@columbuscatholic.org. 

The “Differences” Between the Baby in the Womb 

and the Newborn Baby 

There are four "differences" between the baby in the mother's 

womb (or so-called fetus) who has no protection under the law 

from a newborn baby, who is protected:  

1. Size. The baby in the womb is usually smaller than newborns. 

The question, then, is what does size have to do with rights of 

personhood? The answer: nothing.  

2. Level of development Babies in the womb are less developed 

than a newborn (unless the newborn is born prematurely). Again 

this has no moral significance. Children are generally less devel-

oped than adults and all human beings continue to develop and 

change throughout our entire lives. It is humanity, not brain ca-

pacity or strength that determines personhood.  

3. Location. The baby in the womb has a different place of resi-

dence. Again this is irrelevant because personhood stems from 

being a human being, not from your location.  

4. Dependency. Abortion protagonists love to argue that, "since 

a fetus cannot survive on its own, it has no inherent right to life". 

The problem with this argument is that to varying degrees, we 

are all dependent on others. Moreover, newborn babies and 

small children are absolutely dependent upon their parents for 

survival. What is absurd about this line of thinking is the fact 

that dependency should merit more protection under the law, not 

less! We are all far more outraged, for example, at violence to-

wards children than at violence towards other adults. The reason 

is obvious. Children are more helpless and innocent and less 

capable of defending themselves than adults. The child in the 

mother's womb is the most helpless and innocent and the least 

capable of defending themselves.  

That is precisely why we must fight to protect them!  

Every person is part of God's plan. 

Father T. J. Lehigh to address Catholic Men's Luncheon Club 

Friday, December 7, 2018 

The December Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club will feature a talk by Fa-

ther T. J. Lehigh, Parochial Vicar at St. Andrew Parish. Father Lehigh is 

one of the newly ordained priests in the Columbus Diocese. Please join 

us Friday, December 7 at St. Patrick Church in downtown Columbus for 

lunch and Father Lehigh’s talk about his vocation story. The December 

Luncheon is sponsored by Fortner Fine Living & Upholstery. (Find more 

information at www.fortnerinc.com.) Holy Mass begins at 11:45 am 

followed by lunch at 12:10 pm and Father Lehigh’s talk. No reserva-

tions are necessary. $10 covers the lunch and meeting. Bring a friend! 

For information on Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club, vis-

it www.catholicmensministry.com/cmlc  or contact Craig Heppner, 

CMLC President craigkofc@gmail.com.  

Nominations now open for the 2019  
Catholic Man of the Year 

 The Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club (COLUMBUS) is  accepting 
 nominations for the Diocese of Columbus 2019 Catholic Man of 
the Year. This annual award – to be presented on Friday, February 
1, 2019 at the Men’s  Luncheon - recognizes one lay man who, 
through his daily actions, words, and prayers, exemplifies the “good 
and faithful servant”. The recipient will have the opportunity to 
share his personal testimony during the ceremony.      Nominations 
will be accepted through Friday, December 28, 2018. For details, 
nomination instructions and the required nomination form, go to 
https://www.catholicmensministry.com/cmoy. Email the completed 
nomination form and up to five supporting   testimonials to catholic-
manoftheyear@gmail.com. Submit a nomination and let us know 
why your husband, father, son, uncle, brother or friend is the    
Catholic Man of the Year! 

YOUR SPOUSE WILL THANK YOU! 

Give thanks and plan now to attend a Worldwide Marriage            

Encounter weekend!  The next weekend is February 15-17, 2019 in 

central Ohio.  Marriage Encounter is where married couples can get 

away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones and focus on each oth-

er.  For more information or to apply, contact Paul & Marilou Clouse 

at 614-834-6880 or visit our website at www.wwmecolumbus.org 

Feast of Christ the King 

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does not belong to this 

world.”  (John 18:36)  How often do we put all our time and  

energy into building a kingdom here on earth, forgetting that life 

here is short?  The real kingdom is in the next life.  Yet, how 

much time and energy do we invest in working for that eternal 

kingdom? Learn how you can work towards that eternal kingdom 

by supporting your parish and contact The Catholic Foundation. 

Visit www.catholic-foundation.org/development for more     

information. 


